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Matthew 12:15-21

Jesus went on from there and entered their synagogue. And 

a man was there with a withered hand. And they asked him, 

“Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”—so that they might 

accuse him. He said to them, “Which one of you who has a 

sheep, if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not take hold of 

it and lift it out? Of how much more value is a man than a 

sheep! So it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.” Then he 

said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” And the man 

stretched it out, and it was restored, healthy like the other. 

But the Pharisees went out and conspired against him, how 

to destroy him.

Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. And many followed him, 

and he healed them all and ordered them not to make him known. 

This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah:

“Behold, my servant whom I have chosen,

my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased.

I will put my Spirit upon him,

and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.

He will not quarrel or cry aloud,

nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets;

a bruised reed he will not break,

and a smoldering wick he will not quench,

until he brings justice to victory;

and in his name the Gentiles will hope.”      

Matthew 12:9-21

The Mercy of Jesus (Matthew 12:15-21)

1. Jesus acted modestly (v.19)

But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be 

great among you must be your servant, and whoever 

would be first among you must be slave of all. For even 

the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and 

to give his life as a ransom for many.

Mark 10:43-45

“If the praise of others elates me and their blame 

depresses me; if I cannot rest under misunderstanding 

without defending myself; if I love to be loved more than 

to love, to be served more than to serve, then I know 

nothing of Calvary love.” 

- Amy Carmichael
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The Mercy of Jesus (Matthew 12:15-21)

1. Jesus acted modestly (v.19)

2. Jesus restored gently (v.20)

Have mercy on me, O God, 

according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy 

blot out my transgressions...

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Let me hear joy and gladness; 

let the bones that you have broken rejoice.

Psalm 51:1, 7-8

The Mercy of Jesus (Matthew 12:15-21)

1. Jesus acted modestly (v.19)

2. Jesus restored gently (v.20)

3. Jesus forgave freely (v.21)


